Cologne, October 4th, 2011

Hello, everyone. My name is Mónica Nizzardo and I am the president and the cofounder of “Salvemos al Fútbol”, which means “Let’s save football”. It is a non-profit organisation whose objective is to fight against violence and corruption in the Argentinean Football.

I want to thank Play the Game for the invitation and congratulate them on the work they do. It is a pleasure for us to be a part of this conference. 
I need to excuse me because I cannot speak English well, so I need to read my speech.
Fighting against violence and corruption in football is not an easy task. For a very long time, Argentina has been suffering from a steep rise in violence.

Rioting in football events happens more and more often every day, showing the existence of a violent structure in society, usually caused by the activity or the omission of football clubs executives and members of the Argentinean Football Association. All of this is allowed by Security Forces and other comptrollers. 
These episodes of violence are not between fans of different football clubs. The biggest fights are about the internal power of hooligans within clubs. That is because that power represents money. 
Violence appears because football is losing its essence as a sport. Today, it is regarded as a business, inside and outside the field. The economic interests distort the spirit of the game and cause more arguments, which people try to solve with more violence.
When a common citizen turns to the Police or other security forces to find help with internal problems in a club, it is normal practice to find that the police itself are involved in the issue. This, of course, complicates everything.

And when we turn to Justice, our demands are very unlikely to be satisfied in an effective way.

In Argentina, the problem with football violence is about a whole organised tradition that legitimises these episodes.

Clubs are non-profit social and sports entities. That is why they should set the example and whoever breaks the law should be punished, but this is not the case.

English hooligans’ history is well-known in Argentina, but the situation in our country is different because our hooligans are organised groups of people who receive support and money from club managers, the Argentinean Football Association and politicians.

The presence of obscure economic interests is what causes more violence.
Undoubtedly, this goes on because there are institutional weaknesses when it comes to doing justice, from crime prevention to imposing sanctions.
The crux of the issue is that those involved do not have the guts to end it. There is no political decision to solve it. We have heard many speeches and promises, but seen very little concrete action.

We have enough laws and rules. In fact, we sometimes feel we have got too many of them.
Whenever someone is accused of criminal behaviour, they justify it saying that violence is everywhere or blaming someone else. 
There is an evil system. A connivance between clubs managers, hooligans and security forces. They keep passing the buck and no-one takes responsibility for the things that happen every day.

As a consequence, it is important to highlight the huge hypocrisy or “doublespeech”, which will prevent us from improving as a society if it goes on.
People keep saying that football is a big business and convincing everyone that we should look the other way when we see something wrong. That the show must always go on.

The Argentinean Football Association is the one responsible and should do something about it. However, almost nothing is done to prevent these episodes of violence from happening. In some cases, no-one even reports these crimes to the police.
As to the police, who are in charge of the security during sports events in stadiums it has been proved that even members of the Security Forces have committed crimes. Their inefficiency is evident. That’s why, we believe that the supervision of those controls should be revised. Also, any kind of connivance should be investigated.
As to the presence of the State, even though some things have been done, they have not gone on in time. Only through sustained and persistent action will we be able to right the wrong.

The so-called “political decision” is fundamental. This means setting a state policy that violence and corruption in football should be fought since it is an offense to society, no matter who is in power.

The Argentinean Judicial System still has a pending debt with society because many crimes go unpunished.
Fortunately, awareness is growing and people are realising the danger that violence represents. One way of recovering the trust we lost is creating new spaces for the people to participate, which is what Salvemos al Fútbol tries to do. 
Salvemos al Fútbol encourages people to denounce. That is our primary objective: Taking all violence and corruption to court. 

People are very afraid of denouncing clubs managers and hooligans, which is a clear sign of the situation of violence in which we live.
We hope someday our organization makes no sense anymore… and disappears. That will be the day when violent and corrupt people are finally behind bars and we can feel safe inside a stadium, enjoying a sports event in peace.

In the meantime, Salvemos al Fútbol keeps on working to make that day come true.
About our funding, it is important to clarify that Salvemos al Fútbol doesn’t have subsidies or sponsors. Our own members provide the only funding we have got. Half of our executive board are family members of victims of episodes of violence in the Argentinean Football. 

We have got empty pockets but our hearts are full. 

To end this presentation, I want to share with you a phrase by Gandhi, because it sums up the meaning of our fight:

“Tomorrow we may have to sit in front of our children and tell them that we were defeated. But we cannot look them in the eye and say they live as well because we dare not fight.”

Thank you very much for your attention.

Mónica Nizzardo 

monicanizzardo@yahoo.com.ar
www.salvemosalfutbol.org
