Cologne, October 5th, 2011
Hello, everyone. My name is Mónica Nizzardo. 
I want to thank Play the Game for the invitation and congratulate them on the work they do. It is a pleasure for us to be a part of this conference.

I need to excuse me because I cannot speak English well, so I need to read my speech. 

I’m the president and cofounder of “Salvemos al Fútbol”, which means “Let’s save football”. It is a non-profit organisation whose objective is to fight against violence and corruption in the Argentinean Football. We started off in September 2006 and Half of our executive board are family members of victims of episodes of violence in the Argentinean Football. 
In these five years of work, we feel that we have been able to better understand how these episodes relate to politics. Their connection and influence. Our main objectives are the denouncing of any kind of violence and corruption, and raising awareness in society to prevent them.

It is essential to understand that violence is a consequence of political complicity and omission. It is only through the participation of the common citizen that this can be resolved. 
We approach our task in different and complementary ways. 
Our Art and Memory Department, is in charge of artistic productions like documentaries. One of them was “Futbol Violencia S.A.” which means, “Football-Violence Public Limited Company”, directed by Pablo Tesoriere, who is a member of Salvemos al Fútbol too, and I myself took part in the production of the film. 
This film tries to explain the origin and present of violence in football in Argentina. 
Different professionals in various disciplines related to sport, and managers give us their informed opinion. And suggest possible solutions.

Listening to these people takes us deeper into this world of violence where we can find a complex process with political issues at stake and the active participation of clubs managers. Those factors give rise to hooligans, who do not come from the fans but represent the violent side of a public limited company devoted to control football’s dirty face, no matter when, where or how. 

The organisations responsible do not ignore the situation, but… We think there is no political decision to solve it.

The old approach that it was about vandals who enjoy destroying things in sports events, and that more effective controls and more policemen will do the job sounds almost laughable today.

It is clear that the situation is much more complex.

Fans leaders became what we call barrasbravas, meaning hooligans. These people report to corrupt managers and politicians. As long as these organisations are not dismantled, nothing will be solved.

 “Fútbol Violencia S.A.” is a documentary that tries to educate the viewer and to raise awareness.

Also, it works on the symbolic capital of the Argentinean football: the AGUANTE, or ‘support’.

Fans give it to the ones who show their physical knowledge to defeat their rivals. This AGUANTE is more associated to the capacity to resist hand-to-hand combat against other teams’ supporters than to the fidelity for the team’s colours.

This AGUANTE has been privatised thanks to the very own clubs managers and politicians who resort to their ‘protection services’ and intimidation.

The barras bravas’ motto seems to be: “If they steal from us, we will steal from them.”

Ultimately, the Argentinean football is a reflection of its society.

Security and Education are obligations of the State, but neither the current Government nor the Argentinean Football Association organise campaigns against violence.
This documentary is a warning for everyone to get involved.
I invite you to watch a part of the film 
Thank you very much for your attention. 
Mónica Nizzardo
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